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Becca Wyant

Letter from the Visual Arts Editor

In all my life, I have never met someone who has never
dreamt of an escape, let alone, has never dreamt at all.
Whether it’s in our sleep or during the day, we’ve all fallen
into dreams. Our dreams, our mind, our thoughts—hold
anything imaginable, and part of us will always want to
become them. As artists and writers, we always try to get
as close as humanly possible to experiencing that other
side. We all see the world through our own eyes, some in
ways that many have never even thought of. Everyone has
a different story, a different purpose, a different journey.
Through art and writing, we try to understand and take
anyone we can along for the ride to be a part it.
This issue of Calliope is a story in itself. Through the pages
of the vivid and expressive literature and artwork, it takes
you along on a passage through happiness, love, loss and
hope. Here, through the gifted work from the students at
The University of Pacific, you let go of the worries in your
life. Release your tight grip, allow yourself to breathe out
your troubles, and escape into a world filled with imagination. Calliope has you experience a connection with every
work of art in a variety of forms. Each piece of art in Calliope has something for you, has something to say, all you
need to do… is find it.

Danielle Procope

Letter from the Literary Arts Editor

I find in art the ability to give raw human experience a
greater depth and understanding that can transform how
we view our world and ourselves. Art is the distance between
reality and our dreams. Art is how we move between the
two realms and materialize our hopes and ambitions.
We all collect experiences. We store these experiences carefully in our memory. These experiences shape our lives,
our needs, our fears, and our dreams. And then as artists
and writers we draw out the vibrancy and veracity of these
experiences through artwork and the written word. We use
art to guide us to the home waiting in our own hearts.
This year’s issue of Calliope is born of the idea that we need
art in order to understand our unique realities. It is in the
process of creating art to conceptualize ourselves that we
are truly made free.

This issue displays the diversity and creativity of University
of the Pacific’s student body. We received an unprecedented
number of submissions, and every piece that appears here
has been carefully selected for its ability to use art to bridge
the space between our reality and dreams, the space between our minds and our hearts.
This issue is reflective of the inherent power there is to be
found in the creation of art. It is a testament to the power
of art to compel us to truly discover ourselves, to unearth
our soul’s desires.
The creators of the contents of this Calliope have accepted
the challenge to move beyond reality and find freedom in art.
And I wholeheartedly challenge readers to do the same.

